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Host laboratory: Camille Jordan Institute, Université Claude Bernard Lyon 1, Bâtiment 
Braconnier, 43 boulevard du 11 novembre 1918 
The candidate may be required to work at the premises of INSA and INRIA (Doua campus) 
alongside co-supervisors and collaborators. 
 
Host team : the candidate will be hosted by the Applied Mathematics for Biology and Medicine 
group, which is part of the Mathematical Modeling and Scientific Computing (MMCS) team 
(https://math.univ-lyon1.fr/icj/modelisation-mathematique-calcul-scientifique/) at the 
Camille Jordan Institute (https://math.univ-lyon1.fr/icj/). 
 
Internship supervisors : the supervisors will be Laurent Pujo-Menjouet (Professor of Applied 
Mathematics, Claude Bernard University Lyon 1 – pujo@math.univ-lyon1.fr), Amanda Lo Van 
(Associate Professor in Biosciences, INSA – amanda.lo-van@insa-lyon.fr), and Sergio Peignier 
(Associate Professor in Biosciences, INSA – sergio.peignier@insa-lyon.fr). 
 
Project title : Contribution to the study of a multiscale model describing the impact of 
Alzheimer’s disease on neurons and their environment. 
 
Project summary : Alzheimer's disease affects nearly 50 million people worldwide. Despite 
being studied for over a century, it remains poorly understood. In particular, the mechanisms 
regulating the proteins involved in neuronal death are highly complex, necessitating, for the 
past two decades, the use of mathematical modeling approaches. 
The objective of this internship is to connect the work of our teams across different scales: 

• Macroscopic scale: tissue destruction and plaque formation, 
• Mesoscopic scale: activation of microglial cells and inflammation phenomena 

affecting neurons, 
• Microscopic scale: interactions of proteins in the extracellular environment near 

neurons, within the cytoplasm, and around and inside the nucleus. 
 

Each scale is currently represented by one or more mathematical models. The aim will be to 
integrate these scales to better understand their interactions. Once the model is validated, we 
will simulate therapeutic strategies (in silico) to propose them for in vitro or even clinical trials. 
The mathematical tools employed will include, among others: numerical simulations of 
differential equations and partial differential equations, statistical data analysis, and 
sensitivity analysis of parameters. The candidate will be supported by one or more members 
of the supervising team, as well as by other members of the teams involved in this project. 
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