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Project summary : approx 10 lines

Understanding the normal development of attention is a crucial challenge to
neurosciences, with impact on research related to education and developmental
disorders. Recently, we have tackled the study of the attentional system in young
infants, investigating the existence of an attentional blink in 5- and 8-month-olds. The
attentional blink (AB) is a well-known phenomenon, in which the second of two target
stimuli is not well detected if it appears in a specific time window following the first target
stimulus. In adults, an AB is observed when the two targets are separated by about 300
ms. We designed an experimental paradigm to demonstrate, for the first time, an AB in
infancy and evaluate its duration. Our preliminary results suggest that the AB lasts at
least 900 ms in 5-month-olds. The project aims at 1) confirming these results, 2)
develop novel experiment procedures to evaluate the AB duration in infants, 3) document
the reduction of the AB in the course of development.

The project will involve testing young infants in the first year of life and young children,
with eye-tracking and EEG techniques.
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